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Chapter 4:
Programming PARI in Library Mode

The User’s Guide to Pari/GP gives in three chapters a general presentation of the system, of the
gp calculator, and detailed explanation of high level PARI routines available through the calculator.
The present manual assumes general familiarity with the contents of these chapters and the basics of
ANSI C programming, and focuses on the usage of the PARI library. In this chapter, we introduce
the general concepts of PARI programming and describe useful general purpose functions; the
following chapters describes all public low or high-level functions, underlying or extending the GP
functions seen in Chapter 3 of the User’s guide.

4.1 Introduction: initializations, universal objects.

To use PARI in library mode, you must write a C program and link it to the PARI library. See the
installation guide or the Appendix to the User’s Guide to Pari/GP on how to create and install
the library and include files. A sample Makefile is presented in Appendix A, and a more elaborate
one in examples/Makefile. The best way to understand how programming is done is to work
through a complete example. We will write such a program in Section 4.10. Before doing this, a
few explanations are in order.

First, one must explain to the outside world what kind of objects and routines we are going to
use. This is done* with the directive

#include <pari/pari.h>

In particular, this defines the fundamental type for all PARI objects: the type GEN, which is
simply a pointer to long.

Before any PARI routine is called, one must initialize the system, and in particular the PARI
stack which is both a scratchboard and a repository for computed objects. This is done with a call
to the function

void pari_init(size_t size, ulong maxprime)

The first argument is the number of bytes given to PARI to work with, and the second is the upper
limit on a precomputed prime number table; size should not reasonably be taken below 500000
but you may set maxprime = 0, although the system still needs to precompute all primes up to
about 2'6. For lower-level variants allowing finer control, e.g. preventing PARI from installing its
own error or signal handlers, see Section 5.1.2.

We have now at our disposal:

e a PARI stack containing nothing. This is a big connected chunk of size bytes of memory,
where all computations take place. In large computations, intermediate results quickly clutter up
memory so some kind of garbage collecting is needed. Most systems do garbage collecting when the
memory is getting scarce, and this slows down the performance. PARI takes a different approach,

* This assumes that PARI headers are installed in a directory which belongs to your compiler’s
search path for header files. You might need to add flags like =I/usr/local/include or modify
C_INCLUDE_PATH.
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admittedly more demanding on the programmer: you must do your own cleaning up when the
intermediate results are not needed anymore. We will see later how (and when) this is done.

e the following universal objects (by definition, objects which do not belong to the stack): the
integers 0, 1, —1, 2 and —2 (respectively called gen_0, gen_1, gen_ml, gen_2 and gen_m2), the
fraction 3 (ghalf). All of these are of type GEN.

e a heap which is just a linked list of permanent universal objects. For now, it contains
exactly the ones listed above. You will probably very rarely use the heap yourself; and if so, only
as a collection of copies of objects taken from the stack (called clones in the sequel). Thus you
need not bother with its internal structure, which may change as PARI evolves. Some complex
PARI functions create clones for special garbage collecting purposes, usually destroying them when
returning.

e a table of primes, called pari_PRIMES, of type pari_prime* (pointer to 32bit unsigned
integer). Its use is described in Section 5.4 later. Using it directly is deprecated, high-level iterators
provide a cleaner and more flexible interface, see Section 4.8.2 (such iterators use the private prime
table, but extend it dynamically).

e access to all the built-in functions of the PARI library. These are declared to the outside
world when you include pari.h, but need the above things to function properly. So if you forget
the call to pari_init, you will get a fatal error when running your program.

4.2 Important technical notes.

4.2.1 Backward compatibility. The PARI function names evolved over time, and deprecated
functions are eventually deleted. The file pariold.h contains macros implementing a weak form
of backward compatibility. In particular, whenever the name of a documented function changes, a
#define is added to this file so that the old name expands to the new one (provided the prototype
didn’t change also).

This file is included by pari.h, but a large section is commented out by default. Define
PARI_OLD_NAMES before including pari.h to pollute your namespace with lots of obsolete names
like un*: that might enable you to compile old programs without having to modify them. The
preferred way to do that is to add -DPARI_OLD_NAMES to your compiler CFLAGS, so that you don’t
need to modify the program files themselves.

Of course, it’s better to fix the program if you can!

4.2.2 Types.

Although PARI objects all have the C type GEN, we will freely use the word type to refer to PARI
dynamic subtypes: t_INT, t_REAL, etc. The declaration

GEN x;

declares a C variable of type GEN, but its “value” will be said to have type t_INT, t_REAL, etc. The
meaning should always be clear from the context.

* For (long)gen_1. Since 2004 and version 2.2.9, typecasts are completely unnecessary in PARI
programs.
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4.2.3 Type recursivity.

Conceptually, most PARI types are recursive. But the GEN type is a pointer to long, not to GEN.
So special macros must be used to access GEN’s components. The simplest one is gel(V, i), where
el stands for element, to access component number ¢ of the GEN V. This is a valid 1value (may be
put on the left side of an assignment), and the following two constructions are exceedingly frequent

gel(V, i) = x;
x = gel(V, i);

where x and V are GENs. This macro accesses and modifies directly the components of V' and do
not create a copy of the coefficient, contrary to all the library functions.

More generally, to retrieve the values of elements of lists of ... of lists of vectors we have the
gmael macros (for multidimensional array element). The syntax is gmaeln(V,aq,...,a,), where
V is a GEN, the a; are indexes, and n is an integer between 1 and 5. This stands for z[a][as]. .. [an],
and returns a GEN. The macros gel (resp. gmael) are synonyms for gmaell (resp. gmael2).

Finally, the macro gcoeff(M,i,j) has exactly the meaning of M[i,j] in GP when M is a
matrix. Note that due to the implementation of t_MATs as horizontal lists of vertical vectors,
gcoeff (x,y) is actually equivalent to gmael(y,x). One should use gcoeff in matrix context, and
gmael otherwise.

4.2.4 Variations on basic functions. In the library syntax descriptions in Chapter 3, we have
only given the basic names of the functions. For example gadd(z,y) assumes that x and y are GENs,
and creates the result x4y on the PARI stack. For most of the basic operators and functions, many
other variants are available. We give some examples for gadd, but the same is true for all the basic
operators, as well as for some simple common functions (a complete list is given in Chapter 6):

GEN gaddgs(GEN x, long y)
GEN gaddsg(long x, GEN y)

In the following one, z is a preexisting GEN and the result of the corresponding operation is put
into z. The size of the PARI stack does not change:

void gaddz(GEN x, GEN y, GEN z)

(This last form is inefficient in general and deprecated outside of PARI kernel programming.) Low
level kernel functions implement these operators for specialized arguments and are also available:
Level 0 deals with operations at the word level (longs and ulongs), Level 1 with t_INT and t_REAL
and Level 2 with the rest (modular arithmetic, polynomial arithmetic and linear algebra). Here
are some examples of Level 1 functions:

GEN addii(GEN x, GEN y): here x and y are GENs of type t_INT (this is not checked).
GEN addrr(GEN x, GEN y): here x and y are GENs of type t_REAL (this is not checked).

There also exist functions addir, addri, mpadd (whose two arguments can be of type t_INT or
t_REAL), addis (to add a t_INT and a long) and so on.

The Level 1 names are self-explanatory once you know that i stands for a t_INT, r for a t _REAL,
mp for i or r, s for a signed C long integer, u for an unsigned C long integer; finally the suffix z
means that the result is not created on the PARI stack but assigned to a preexisting GEN object
passed as an extra argument. Chapter 6 gives a description of these low-level functions.
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Level 2 names are more complicated, see Section 7.1 for all the gory details, and we content
ourselves with a simple example used to implement t_INTMOD arithmetic:

GEN Fp_add(GEN x, GEN y, GEN m): returns the sum of x and y modulo m. Here z,y, m are
t_INTs (this is not checked). The operation is more efficient if the inputs x, y are reduced modulo
m, but this is not a necessary condition.

Important Note. These specialized functions are of course more efficient than the generic ones,
but note the hidden danger here: the types of the objects involved (which is not checked) must be
severely controlled, e.g. using addii on a t_FRAC argument will cause disasters. Type mismatches
may corrupt the PARI stack, though in most cases they will just immediately overflow the stack.
Because of this, the PARI philosophy of giving a result which is as exact as possible, enforced for
generic functions like gadd or gmul, is dropped in kernel routines of Level 1, where it is replaced by
the much simpler rule: the result is a t_INT if and only if all arguments are integer types (t_INT
but also C long and ulong) and a t_REAL otherwise. For instance, multiplying a t_REAL by a
t_INT always yields a t_REAL if you use mulir, where gmul returns the t_INT gen O if the integer
is 0.

4.2.5 Portability: 32-bit / 64-bit architectures.

PARI supports both 32-bit and 64-bit based machines, but not simultaneously! The library is
compiled assuming a given architecture, and some of the header files you include (through pari.h)
will have been modified to match the library.

Portable macros are defined to bypass most machine dependencies. If you want your programs
to run identically on 32-bit and 64-bit machines, you have to use these, and not the corresponding
numeric values, whenever the precise size of your long integers might matter. Here are the most
important ones:

DEFAULTPREC 64 (=~ 19 decimal digits)
MEDDEFAULTPREC 128 (= 38 decimal digits)
BIGDEFAULTPREC 192 (= 57 decimal digits)

For instance, suppose you call a transcendental function, such as
GEN gexp(GEN x, long prec).

The last argument prec is an integer multiple of BITS_IN_LONG, corresponding to the default floating
point precision required. It is only used if x is an exact object, otherwise the relative precision
is determined by the precision of x. Note that for parity reasons, half the accuracies available on
32-bit architectures (the odd multiples of 32) have no precise equivalents on 64-bit machines.

4.2.6 Using malloc / free. You should make use of the PARI stack as much as possible, and
avoid allocating objects using the customary functions. If you do, you should use, or at least have
a very close look at, the following wrappers:

void* pari_malloc(size_t size) calls malloc to allocate size bytes and returns a pointer to
the allocated memory. If the request fails, an error is raised. The SIGINT signal is blocked until
malloc returns, to avoid leaving the system stack in an inconsistent state.

void* pari_realloc(void* ptr, size_t size) as pari_malloc but calls realloc instead of
malloc.

void pari_realloc_ip(void** ptr, size_t size) equivalent to *ptr= realloc(*ptr, size),
while blocking SIGINT.
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void* pari_calloc(size_t size) as pari_malloc, setting the memory to zero.

void pari_free(void#* ptr) calls free to liberate the memory space pointed to by ptr, which
must have been allocated by malloc (pari_malloc) or realloc (pari_realloc). The SIGINT
signal is blocked until free returns.

If you use the standard libc functions instead of our wrappers, then your functions will be
subtly incompatible with the gp calculator: when the user tries to interrupt a computation, the
calculator may crash (if a system call is interrupted at the wrong time).

4.3 Garbage collection.

4.3.1 Why and how.

As we have seen, pari_init allocates a big range of addresses, the stack, that are going to be used
throughout. Recall that all PARI objects are pointers. Except for a few universal objects, they all
point at some part of the stack.

The stack starts at the address bot and ends just before top. This means that the quantity
(top — bot) / sizeof(long)

is (roughly) equal to the size argument of pari_init. The PARI stack also has a “current stack
pointer” called avma, which stands for available memory address. These three variables are global
(declared by pari.h). They are of type pari_sp, which means pari stack pointer.

The stack is oriented upside-down: the more recent an object, the closer to bot. Accordingly,
initially avma = top, and avma gets decremented as new objects are created. As its name indicates,
avma always points just after the first free address on the stack, and (GEN)avma is always (a
pointer to) the latest created object. When avma reaches bot, the stack overflows, aborting all
computations, and an error message is issued. To avoid this you need to clean up the stack from
time to time, when intermediate objects are not needed anymore. This is called “garbage collecting.”

We are now going to describe briefly how this is done. We will see many concrete examples in
the next subsection.

e First, PARI routines do their own garbage collecting, which means that whenever a documented
function from the library returns, only its result(s) have been added to the stack, possibly up
to a very small overhead (undocumented ones may not do this). In particular, a PARI function
that does not return a GEN does not clutter the stack. Thus, if your computation is small enough
(e.g. you call few PARI routines, or most of them return long integers), then you do not need to
do any garbage collecting. This is probably the case in many of your subroutines. Of course the
objects that were on the stack before the function call are left alone. Except for the ones listed
below, PARI functions only collect their own garbage.

e It may happen that all objects that were created after a certain point can be deleted — for
instance, if the final result you need is not a GEN, or if some search proved futile. Then, it is enough
to record the value of avma just before the first garbage is created, and restore it upon exit:

pari_sp av = avma; /* record initial avma */

garbage ...
set_avma(av); /* restore it */
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All objects created in the garbage zone will eventually be overwritten: they should no longer be
accessed after avma has been restored. Think of the set_avma call as a simple avma = av restoring
the avma value.

e If you want to destroy (i.e. give back the memory occupied by) the latest PARI object on the
stack (e.g. the latest one obtained from a function call), you can use the function

void cgiv(GEN z)

where z is the object you want to give back. This is equivalent to the above where the initial av is
computed from z.

e Unfortunately life is not so simple, and sometimes you will want to give back accumulated garbage
during a computation without losing recent data. We shall start with the lowest level function to
get a feel for the underlying mechanisms, we shall describe simpler variants later:

GEN gerepile(pari_sp ltop, pari_sp lbot, GEN q). This function cleans up the stack between
1ltop and 1lbot, where 1bot < ltop, and returns the updated object q. This means:

1) we translate (copy) all the objects in the interval [avma, 1bot[, so that its right extremity
abuts the address 1top. Graphically

bot avma 1lbot 1top top
End of stack [---—-—-—---—- [++++++[-/=/=/=/=/-/- | ++++++++| Start
free memory garbage

becomes:

bot avma ltop top
End of stack |[|--——---—----——-—-——m—mmo—o [++++++ [++++++++|  Start
free memory

where ++ denote significant objects, —— the unused part of the stack, and -/- the garbage we
remove.

2) The function then inspects all the PARI objects between avma and lbot (i.e. the ones that
we want to keep and that have been translated) and looks at every component of such an object
which is not a codeword. Each such component is a pointer to an object whose address is either

— between avma and lbot, in which case it is suitably updated,
— larger than or equal to 1top, in which case it does not change, or

— between 1bot and 1ltop in which case gerepile raises an error (“significant pointers lost
in gerepile”).

3) avma is updated (we add 1top — lbot to the old value).

4) We return the (possibly updated) object q: if q initially pointed between avma and 1bot,
we return the updated address, as in 2). If not, the original address is still valid, and is returned!

As stated above, no component of the remaining objects (in particular q) should belong to the
erased segment [lbot, 1top[, and this is checked within gerepile. But beware as well that the
addresses of the objects in the translated zone change after a call to gerepile, so you must not
access any pointer which previously pointed into the zone below 1top. If you need to recover more
than one object, use the gerepileall function below.
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Remark. As a consequence of the preceding explanation, if a PARI object is to be relocated by
gerepile then, apart from universal objects, the chunks of memory used by its components should be
in consecutive memory locations. All GENs created by documented PARI functions are guaranteed
to satisfy this. This is because the gerepile function knows only about two connected zones: the
garbage that is erased (between 1bot and 1top) and the significant pointers that are copied and
updated. If there is garbage interspersed with your objects, disaster occurs when we try to update
them and consider the corresponding “pointers”. In most cases of course the said garbage is in fact
a bunch of other GENs, in which case we simply waste time copying and updating them for nothing.
But be wary when you allow objects to become disconnected.

In practice this is achieved by the following programming idiom:

ltop = avma; garbage(); lbot = avma; q = anything();
return gerepile(ltop, lbot, q); /* returns the updated q */

or directly

ltop = avma; garbage(); lbot = avma;
return gerepile(ltop, lbot, anything());

Beware that

ltop = avma; garbage();
return gerepile(ltop, avma, anything())

might work, but should be frowned upon. We cannot predict whether avma is evaluated after or
before the call to anything(): it depends on the compiler. If we are out of luck, it is after the
call, so the result belongs to the garbage zone and the gerepile statement becomes equivalent to
set_avma(ltop). Thus we return a pointer to random garbage.

4.3.2 Variants.

GEN gerepileupto(pari_sp ltop, GEN q). Cleans the stack between 1top and the connected
object q and returns q updated. For this to work, q must have been created before all its compo-
nents, otherwise they would belong to the garbage zone! Unless mentioned otherwise, documented
PARI functions guarantee this.

GEN gerepilecopy(pari_sp ltop, GEN x). Functionally equivalent to, but more efficient than
gerepileupto(1ltop, gcopy(x))

In this case, the GEN parameter x need not satisfy any property before the garbage collection: it
may be disconnected, components created before the root, and so on. Of course, this is about twice
slower th